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Agenda

In this session we are going to look at:
• Quick overview of the content and structure of the Edexcel Specification and 

support available
• Explore the question papers and mark schemes
• Look at how the changes could be implemented into a two-year Key Stage 4 course
• Look at teaching and learning strategies for integrating literary texts and translation 

and encouraging spontaneous speaking in the classroom
• Find out more about the support available
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Welcome to Pearson
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
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• We are the world’s leading learning company and 
as the UK’s largest awarding organisation, best 
placed to provide qualifications aligned to the 
British educational system.

• Our international heritage stretches back over 150 
years.

• Today, we partner with schools, universities and 
employers worldwide, offering world-class, globally-
recognised qualifications to over 3.5 million 
students a year.

Trusted and recognized 
qualifications partner to 
6,500 schools, colleges 
and employers globally 

We mark over 10 
million exam scripts 
on behalf of the UK 
Department for 
Education each year

We operate in 70 
countries worldwide 
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Specification 
Overview
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Our approach

• All 4 skills assessed separately

• Topics & question papers encourage the T&L of the culture of the target language countries

• Speaking assessments encourage and reward spontaneity and interaction

• Papers designed to help all students progress through the assessments confidently

• Choice of questions within the writing paper
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Our design principles

• Scaffolding within the questions in the foundation tier to support learners 

• All papers gradually increase in demand with separate sections for questions in Urdu in Reading
and Listening

• Language used in the questions in Urdu should be straightforward so as not to place additional 
hurdles for candidates

• Ensure contexts within Reading and Listening papers are set within the target language countries

• Speaking assessments that reflect real-life scenarios

• Provide choice where possible in the Writing paper
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Our content principles

• A mix of familiar and new topics to support a wide range of interests

• Topics that encourage the teaching and learning of Urdu culture

• Topics that show how language can be used in practice

• Topics that facilitate progression from KS3 and to A level

• Topics that meet requirements of the subject criteria
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Overview of the specification

Summary of assessmentLength of assessmentTitlePaper

• Multiple-response and short-answer 
open response questions.

• The majority of the questions will be 
set in English with two questions set 
in Urdu .

F = 35 minutes incl. 5 minutes’ reading 
time

Listening and 
understanding

Paper code: 
1UR0/1F and 1H

Paper 1
25%
50 marks H = 45 minutes incl. 5 minutes’ reading 

time

Students will be assessed through three 
tasks: 
• a role play
• questions based on a picture 

stimulus
• a conversation.

F = 7–9 minutes; (12 minutes 
preparation)

Speaking 

Paper code: 
1UR0/2F and 2H

Paper 2
25%
70 marks H = 10–12 minutes; (12 minutes 

preparation)
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Overview of the specification

• Question types will comprise both 
multiple-response and short-answer 
open response questions, and one 
translation question. 

• There will be three questions set in 
Urdu.

F =  50 minutesReading and 
understanding

Paper code: 1UR0/3F 
and 3H

Paper 3

25%
50 marks

H = 1 hour and 5 minutes

3 open response tasks (includes 1 
crossover  question) and 1 translation. 

F = 1 hour 15 minutesWriting 

Paper code: 1UR0/4F 
and 4H

Paper 4
25%
60 marks

2 open response questions (includes 1 
crossover question)  and 1 translation.

H = 1 hour 25 minutes

Summary of assessmentLength of assessmentTitlePaper
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Assessment Overview

• 100% external assessment 
• 25% assessment weightings per skill 
• Tiered papers but no mixed tier entry
• Authentic stimuli in the Reading, including literary texts
• Short translations from and into Urdu
• Some questions in Urdu in the Reading and Listening papers
• Compulsory topics linked to:

• Identity and culture 
• Local, national, international and global areas of interest
• Current and future study and employment
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Themes
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Our themes

All themes and topics must be studied in the context of both the students’ home country and that of 
countries and communities where Urdu is spoken.

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Who am I?: relationships; when I was younger; what my friends and family are like; what makes a 
good friend; interests; socialising with friends and family; role models 

Daily life: customs and everyday life; food and drink; shopping; social media and technology (use of, 
advantages and disadvantages) 

Cultural life: celebrations and festivals; reading; music; sport; film and television 
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Our themes (continued)

Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel 

Holidays: preferences; experiences; destinations 

Travel and tourist transactions: travel and accommodation; asking for help and dealing with 
problems; directions; eating out; shopping 

Town, region and country: weather; places to see; things to do 
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Our themes (continued)

Theme 3: School 

What school is like: school types; school day; subjects; rules and pressures; celebrating success 

School activities: school trips; events and exchanges 
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Our themes (continued)

Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work 

Using languages beyond the classroom: forming relationships; travel; employment 

Ambitions: further study; volunteering; training 

Work: jobs; careers and professions 
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Our themes (continued)

Theme 5: International and global dimension 

Bringing the world together: sports events; music events; campaigns and good    causes 

Environmental issues: being ‘green’; access to natural resources
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Supporting you

Track & Assess
Free support:
• Video on conducting the 

speaking assessment
• Results Plus & Exam Wizard

Develop
Free Support:
• Training Events

Teach
Free support:
• Editable vocabulary list 

and guides on:
• Incorporating culture
• Rubrics in Urdu
• Using literary texts

Plan
Free Support:
• Course planner
• Scheme of work
• Getting Started Guide
• Mapping Charts

Plan Teach

Track & 
AssessDevelop
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Activity
Supporting you
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How do I make sure I cover all the content?

• Specification
• Lesson plans
• Schemes of work
• Year planners
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Activity

21

• How do you plan your lessons in Urdu?  

• Do you, for example, have a common lesson structure as a starting 
point?  

• Are there any ways you might need to adapt your method(s) of 
lesson planning to deliver this specification?
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Listening
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Criteria for listening

Listening: understand and respond to spoken language 
• demonstrate general and specific understanding of different types of spoken language
• follow and understand clear standard speech using familiar language across a range of 

specified contexts 
• identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer 

spoken passages, involving some more complex language, recognising the relationship 
between past, present and future events 

• deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer spoken texts, involving some complex 
language and more abstract material, including short narratives and authentic material 
addressing a wide range of relevant contemporary and cultural themes 

• recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended 
spoken text, including authentic sources, adapted and abridged, as appropriate, by being 
able to answer questions, extract information, evaluate and draw conclusions
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Overview of structure of F & H listening papers

HigherFoundation

45 minutes including 5 minutes’ reading time35 minutes including 5 minutes’ reading time

Multiple-response and open response questions Multiple-response and open response questions 

2 questions in Urdu but no written response 
required as MCQ

2 questions in Urdu but no written response 
required as MCQ

There will be four questions common to the 
Foundation tier

There will be four questions common to the Higher 
tier
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Examples of 
Listening Questions 
May/June 2024
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Listening and Understanding in Urdu (F)

Section A
Candidates are required to listen an 
extract and answer the question 
selecting three correct boxes.

26
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Listening and Understanding in Urdu (F)
Section A
Candidates are required to listen an 
extract and answer the questions in 
English.
For question 6 candidates are 
required to listen and fill in the blanks 
with given correct words.

27
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Listening and Understanding in Urdu (F)
Section B Questions and answers in 
Urdu
Candidates are required to listen an 
extract and fill in the blanks with given 
correct Urdu words.

28
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Section A Questions and answers in Urdu. 
Overlap questions
Candidates are required to listen an extract 
and fill in the blanks with given correct Urdu 
words.

29

Listening and Understanding in Urdu (H)
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Section B Questions and answers in English. 
Candidates are required to listen an extract 
and answer the questions in English 
question 6 and 7. For question 8 listen the 
extract and select two correct statements 
from each 10 (i) and 10 (ii).

30

Listening and Understanding in Urdu (H)
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Looking at the 
Sample Assessment 
Material: Listening
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Activity

Copyright © 2024 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Reading
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Criteria for reading

Demonstrate understanding by being able to:
• understand and respond to different types of written language while understanding  general and specific  

details within texts using high frequency familiar language across a range of contexts 
• identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer written passages, 

involving some more complex language, recognising the relationship between past, present and future events 
• deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer written texts from a range of specified contexts, including 

authentic sources involving some complex language and unfamiliar material, as well as short narratives and 
authentic material addressing a wide range of relevant contemporary and cultural themes

• recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended written text and 
authentic sources, including some extracts from relevant abridged or adapted literary texts

• demonstrate understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and present  relevant 
details, draw inferences in context and recognise implicit meaning where appropriate

• translate a short passage from the assessed language into English 

Copyright © 2024 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Overview of structure of F & H reading papers

HigherFoundation

1 hour and 5 minutes50 minutes

9 reading questions

Texts with a variety of multiple response and short-answer 
open response questions

9 reading questions

Texts with a variety of multiple response and short-answer 
open response questions

3 questions in Urdu: 2 multiple choice & 1 open response 
(Section B)

3 multiple choice questions in Urdu (Section B)

2 questions based on literary texts2 questions based on literary texts

Translation:

1 short passage from Urdu to English

Translation:

1 short passage from Urdu to English

4 questions common to Foundation tier4 questions common to Higher tier
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Reading

Three sections and four crossover questions

• Section A has 6 questions set in English: questions types comprise both multiple-response 
and short-answer open response questions; instructions to students in English

• Section B has 3 questions set in Urdu: instructions to students in Urdu
• F: 3 multiple choice; H: 2 multiple choice and 1 short-answer open response

• Section C: a short translation passage from Urdu into English with instructions in English; 
assesses candidates’ ability to transfer meaning accurately into English
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Reading and understanding in Urdu 
Section A
Candidates are required to read and answer the questions in English. In question 1 they are required to 
write the name of characters according to their statements. In question 2 they are required to fill the 
gaps with correct given words.
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Reading and understanding in Urdu 
Section A
Candidates are required to read and answer the questions in English. Question 3a and 3b are open 
response questions and candidates write their answer in English . In question 4 candidates  are 
required to read the text and put a X in the correct box.
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Reading and understanding in Urdu 
Section A
Question 5 and 6 are open response questions and candidates write their answers in English
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Reading and understanding in Urdu 
Section B Questions and answers in Urdu
Candidates are required to read and answer the questions in Urdu. Candidates are required to 
read the text and fill in the gaps with correct given words in Urdu.
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Reading and understanding in 
Urdu 
Section B Questions and answers in Urdu. Candidates are 
required to read the text Q8 and put a X in the correct box. 
Candidates are required to read text Q9 and fill in the gaps 
with correct names according to their statements.
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Reading and 
understanding in Urdu

Section C Translation into English.
In this part of the paper candidates 
are required to read the text in Urdu 
and translate into English. This 
question covers present and past 
tense and consists of 5 simple 
sentences.
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Reading and understanding in Urdu Higher tier
In Higher tier paper question 1 to 3 are open response questions. Candidates are required to read the 
text in Urdu and answer in English. Question 4 is multi choice question. Candidates are required to put 
a X in the correct box after reading the text. Question 5,6 and 8,9 are overlap questions.
Section B Questions and answers in Urdu. Candidates read the text and put a X in the correct box.

43
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Reading and 
understanding in Urdu 
Section C Translation into English.
In this part of the paper candidates are 
required to read the text in Urdu and 
translate into English. This question 
covers all time frames  and consists of 
5 sentences.
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Looking at the 
Sample Assessment 
Material: Reading
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Literary texts:

1. how are they assessed?
2. how to incorporate in the classroom
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Literary texts in the reading papers

Literary texts and how are they assessed

Literary texts consist of short extracts from texts that may have been adapted and 
abridged from authentic sources to be appropriate to this level - from letters, short 
stories, novels or plays to contemporary and historical sources. 
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Using literary texts – how to incorporate literary 
texts into the classroom

Examples of reading activities:

• Read aloud for pronunciation

• Grammatical focus

• Decoding

• Creative production
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Activity:
1. reading aloud for pronunciation
2. grammatical focus

ميں نے ايک گہرا سانس ليا اور آخر کار دروازے کی گهنٹی بجا دی۔ 
لدستہ لايا، نہ ہی کوئی گ  پهولوں کا ،    اچانک مجه پر گهبراہٹ طاری ہو گئی۔ميں خالی ہاته آ گيا تها

چاکليٹ کا ڈبا۔
دروازے ميں لگے شيشے کے پيچهے ايک سايہ  سا دکهائی ديا، پهر اس کا چہره نظر آيا۔وه ايک 
!  بوڑهی عورت کا چہره تها۔ اسے ديکه کر ميں حيرت زده ره گيا، کيونکہ وه ہوبہو ميری شکل تهی

کافی " وه بولی!"اندر آ جاؤ۔ بيٹهو"وہی نيلی آنکهيں  جوميں ہر صبح اپنے آئينے ميں ديکهتا ہوں۔ 
"پينا پسند کروگے؟

ہاں ضرور۔ ملاقات کے ليے رضامند ہونے پر ميں تمہارا مشکور ہوں۔ مجهے معلوم ہوا ہے کہ تم "
پچهلے بيس سال سے زياده عرصے سے يہاں ره رہی ہو۔ اس نے ايک غمزده مسکراہٹ سے ميری 

طرف ديکها۔ 
"تم نے  مجهے خط لکهنے کا فيصلہ کيسے کيا؟"پهر  پوچها،   

ميں نے جواب ديا۔" کيونکہ پچهلے ماه ميں بہت  بيمار ہو گيا تها"
"ميں بهی تمہيں خط لکهنا چاہتی تهی جب گزشتہ برس ميں ہسپتال ميں تهی۔"

ابنِ صفی کے ناول سے اقتباس
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Activity
3. decoding   
4. creative production

ميں نے ايک گہرا سانس ليا اور آخر کار دروازے کی گهنٹی بجا دی۔ 
کوئی   پهولوں کا ،    اچانک مجه پر گهبراہٹ طاری ہو گئی۔ميں خالی ہاته آ گيا تها

لدستہ لايا، نہ ہی چاکليٹ کا ڈبا۔گ
دروازے ميں لگے شيشے کے پيچهے ايک سايہ  سا دکهائی ديا، پهر اس کا چہره 

نظر آيا۔وه ايک بوڑهی عورت کا چہره تها۔ اسے ديکه کر ميں حيرت زده ره گيا، 
وہی نيلی آنکهيں  جوميں ہر صبح اپنے آئينے !  کيونکہ وه ہوبہو ميری شکل تهی

"کافی پينا پسند کروگے؟" وه بولی!"اندر آ جاؤ۔ بيٹهو"ميں ديکهتا ہوں۔ 
ہاں ضرور۔ ملاقات کے ليے رضامند ہونے پر ميں تمہارا مشکور ہوں۔ مجهے "

معلوم ہوا ہے کہ تم پچهلے بيس سال سے زياده عرصے سے يہاں ره رہی ہو۔ اس 
نے ايک غمزده مسکراہٹ سے ميری طرف ديکها۔ 

"تم نے  مجهے خط لکهنے کا فيصلہ کيسے کيا؟"پهر  پوچها،   
ميں نے جواب ديا۔" کيونکہ پچهلے ماه ميں بہت  بيمار ہو گيا تها"
ميں بهی تمہيں خط لکهنا چاہتی تهی جب گزشتہ برس ميں ہسپتال "

"ميں تهی۔

Students adapt the 
text by changing 
some words

Students change the 
genre, e.g. from 
dialogue to prose

Students continue 
the story or write 
what happened 
before

Students make 
questions

Students add details
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Incorporating 
culture into the MFL 
classroom
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Motivating cultural content that brings 
languages to life
• Learners will be exposed to a range of authentic material and transactional language, 

providing ‘real life’ context.

• Specifications include interesting and relevant literary texts, at the right level for learners.

• A range of free support is available now on our website, including a ‘How to’ guide and video 
on incorporating culture into your classroom.

• Content includes familiar topics that you have told us you enjoy teaching and that motivate 
your students. It is organised into a manageable, termly structure with a focused revision 
period. 
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Natascia’s video

Additional Support

Video:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/Urdu-2017/teacher-
support/videos.html

Support docs:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/Urdu-
2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-
materials
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Speaking
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Criteria for speaking

• Convey information and narrate events coherently & confidently, using & adapting language 
for different purposes 

• Speak spontaneously, responding to unpredictable questions, points of view or situations, 
sustaining communication by using rephrasing or repair strategies as appropriate 

• Use a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately, including some more 
complex forms, with reference to past, present & future events

• Make creative & more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to express & justify their 
own thoughts & points of view 
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Speaking

• How is speaking assessed in the exam?

• What are the most important elements in the assessment criteria?

• How do I encourage spontaneous speaking in the classroom?
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Overview of structure of F & H speaking papers

HigherFoundation
10-12 mins + 12 mins supervised prep time7-9 mins + 12 mins supervised  prep time

Notes from prep time allowed during oral but candidates should not 
read from these

Notes from prep time allowed during oral but candidates should not 
read from these

No dictionariesNo dictionaries

Role play - based on any of the topics from Themes 1–4 (selected by 
Pearson)

Role play - based on any of the topics from Themes 1–4 (selected by 
Pearson)

Questions based on a picture stimulus - based on any one of the 
topics (selected by Pearson)

Questions based on a picture stimulus - based on any one of the 
topics (selected by Pearson)

Conversation based on 2 themes:
Theme 1 – chosen by candidate in advance of assessment
Theme 2 – selected by Pearson

Conversation based on 2 themes:
Theme 1 – chosen by candidate in advance of assessment
Theme 2 – selected by Pearson
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Activity
What is 
spontaneous talk?
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Spontaneous speaking

What is spontaneous speaking in an assessment?

• Unscripted speech

• Communicative language use is distinct from language rehearsal

• Within an oral talk or part of everyday communication between tasks

• Will often have that element of struggle
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Role play

Foundation:
5 bullet points eliciting 5 utterances

Higher:
5 bullet points eliciting 5 utterances

Assessment:
Focus on communication
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Looking at the Sample 
Assessment Material: 
Speaking: role play

Copyright © 2024 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Assessment criteria: role play (10 marks)

• The mark grid is applied once to each individual response to the prompts.
• There is a maximum of 2 marks for each of the five prompts on the role play cards. 

No rewardable communication; highly ambiguous OR pronunciation prevents communication 0

Partially clear/ambiguous OR partially appropriate within the context of the role play; 
pronunciation may affect clarity of communication 

1

Clearly communicated; appropriate within the context of the role play; unambiguous; 
pronunciation supports clear communication 

2
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Looking at the Sample 
Assessment Material: 
Speaking: picture-
based task
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Assessment criteria: picture-based task (24 
marks)

Communication and content
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

Total

• (16 marks)
• (8 marks)

• (24 marks)
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Speaking in Urdu Foundation 
Tier
Candidates are required to prepare a role play 
and a picture card for 12 minutes before they are 
assessed by the teacher examiner and recoding is 
sent to board for external marking. Teacher 
examiner ask questions as required by teacher 
card / instructions to teacher.

65

Foundation
: 7-9 
minutes 
plus 12 
minutes 
prep time
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Speaking in Urdu Foundation Tier
Candidates are required to prepare a picture card,  and a role play for 12 minutes before they are assessed by the 
teacher examiner and recoding is sent to the board for external marking. Teacher examiner ask questions as 
required by teacher card / instructions to teacher. Candidates are also required to speak on two themes out of 5 
prescribed themes i.e one of their chosen theme and one chosen by the board.
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Speaking in Urdu Higher Tier
Candidates are required to prepare a role play and a picture card for 12 minutes before they 
are assessed by the teacher examiner and recoding is sent to board for external marking. 
Teacher examiner ask questions as required by teacher card / instructions to teacher.
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Higher: 10-12 
minutes plus 12 
minutes prep time
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Speaking in Urdu Higher Tier
Candidates are required to prepare a role play and a picture card for 12 minutes before they 
are assessed by the teacher examiner and recoding is sent to board for external marking. 
Teacher examiner ask questions as required by teacher card / instructions to teacher.
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Activity
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Conversation

Conversation broken into 2 parts:

Part 1
• Students will choose one topic from one of the five themes in advance of the assessment. 
• Each student must present up to one minute on their chosen topic. T/E will continue the 

conversation on the chosen topic and then move onto other topics within the same theme.

Part 2
• The second theme will be allocated by Pearson and will require the T/E to choose from two 

themes. 
• The second conversation theme must be different to the first.
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Assessment criteria: conversation (36 marks)

Communication and content
Interaction and spontaneity
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

Total

• (12 marks)
• (12 marks)
• (12 marks)

• (36 marks)
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Questioning 

Must allow candidates to
• answer questions freely 
• produce extended sequences of speech
• develop conversations & discussions
• give and justify own thoughts & opinions
• use wide range of tenses/time frames (past/present/future)
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Activity 

1. What is extended speech?

2. What characterizes good questioning?
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Extended speech
آپ کون سے کهيلوں  ميں دلچسپی رکهتے ہيں؟: س

ويسے تو ميں پڑهنے سے زياده  کهيل ميں دلچسپی ليتا ہوں ليکن کرکٹ ميرا سب سے : ج
پسنديده  کهيل ہے۔   ميں ہر ہفتے ميں دو مرتبہ کرکٹ کهيلنے جاتا ہوں ۔  

اس سے نہ صرف ميں تندرست رہتا ہوں  مجهے نئے دوست بنانے کا موقع بهی ملتا ہے۔

آپ کرکٹ کهيلنے کہاں جاتے ہيں؟:  س

خوش قسمتی سے ہمارے گهر کے قريب ہی ايک بہت اچها کرکٹ کلب ہے اور ميں اس کا :  ج
ممبر ہوں۔  اگرچہ يہ مہنگا  تو ہے ليکن ہمارے  کوچ  بہت ہی اچهے ہيں۔  وه بہت تجربہ کار 

ہيں اور خود بهی قومی ٹيم ميں کهيلتے رہے ہيں۔     وه ہميں بہت محنت سے سکهاتے ہيں  ۔      
۔ميری خواہش ہے کہ ايک دن ميں بهی ان کی طرح ايک بڑا کهلاڑی بنوں
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Activity - What characterises good questioning? 
Open and varied questioning at an appropriate level which will allow the candidate to fulfil the 
assessment criteria

Closed/restricted questions

• e.g. yes/no
• Do you play football?
• Times: What time does school start?
• Numbers of any kind: How old are you?
• Lists: What subjects do you do?

Repetitive questions

• e.g. Can you describe your mother?
• Can you describe your brother?

Questions which are too difficult/easy for a candidate

• e.G F candidate: What would you do if you won the lottery?
• H candidate: What do you wear for school?
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Writing
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Criteria for writing

• Make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some 
more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future 
events 

• Manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with 
increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and 
register 

• Make independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to note 
down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view, in order to
interest, inform or convince
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Overview of structure of F & H writing papers

HigherFoundation
1 hour 25 minutes1 hour 15 minutes
Assessment consists of :
•two open response questions
•one translation question.

Assessment consists of
•three open response questions
•one translation question.

For each of the two open response questions, students choose 
1 of 2 writing tasks. Q1 is common to Foundation tier.

For one open response question, candidates choose 1 of 
2 writing tasks. This question is common to Higher tier. 

Candidates must produce open responses of extended length 
following written stimuli provided.

Length of each open response required and complexity 
of language increases across paper.

Candidates will be required to translate a short paragraph from 
English to Urdu. The individual sentences will be ordered by 
increasing level of difficulty.

Candidates required to translate 5 sentences from 
English to Urdu. Sentences will be ordered by increasing 
level of difficulty.
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Assessment
Foundation Q1:
Communication and content (6 marks)
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (6 marks)

Foundation Q2:
Communication and content (8 marks)
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (8 marks)

Foundation Q3 and Higher Q1:
Communication and content (12 marks)
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (8 marks)

Higher Q2:
Communication and content (16 marks)
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (12 marks) 

Foundation Q4 and Higher Q3 (12 marks)
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Writing in Urdu
Q2 b is based on 4 bullet points and candidates are required to answer in 40 to 50 words. This 
question covers Present and future tense. Q3 a is also based on 4 bullet points and it covers all 
three-time frames with one opinion. Candidates are required to answer in 80 to 90 words.
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Writing in Urdu
Q3 b is also based on 4 bullet points, and it covers all three-time frames with one opinion. 
Candidates are required to answer in 80 to 90 words. Question 4 is based on translation into 
Urdu. There are 5 sentences covering present tense.
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Writing in Urdu
Question 1a and 1b are overlap questions. Q2a and 2b is an extended writing 
question based on 4 bullet points with past present tense and opinion. Candidates 
are required to write 130 to 150 words.
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Writing in Urdu
Question 3 is based on translation into Urdu. There are 5 sentences covering present 
and past tense.
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Looking at the 
Sample Assessment 
Material: Writing
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Translation

• Where is translation assessed?

• How is translation assessed?

• Translation in the classroom
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Looking at the 
Sample Assessment 
Material: Translations
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Assessment

Holistic mark grids at both Foundation and Higher Tiers assessing:
• Communication and content
• Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

Urdu into English: 7/50 marks 

English into Urdu: 12/60 marks
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Translation

Translating from one language to another requires students to pay attention to detail in order 
to convey meaning accurately. 

 
Students need: 
• vocabulary
• the ability to manipulate language structures and 
• an awareness of the pitfalls of word-for-word translation.
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Decoding

Examples of decoding in Urdu

When I was 10 I used to argue a lot with my sister because she was very annoying but now we 
get on very well. However, I sometimes argue with my brother because he thinks he is always 
right.

1. How would you decode this?
2. How would you support your students in decoding this?
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Decoding

When I was 10 (when I used to belong to 10 years) I used to argue (imperfect tense) a 

lot with my(reflexive pronoun) (feminine form) sister because she was very annoying ( 

feminine form) but now we get on (ban-na - present tense- feminine form) very well. 

However  (use of connective) I sometimes argue (present tense-) with my brother 

because he thinks(masculine form) ( that) he is always right (“theek/sahih/durust” in 

Urdu).
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What is your favourite 
activity/strategy you will 
be taking away?
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Support
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Support for you at every stage

93

Results supportExam preparation and 
assessment

Planning, teaching and 
learning

Free Resources and support

Getting Started Guide

Training Events (Face-to-Face & Online)

Subject Advisor Support

Community Forums

Schemes of Work

Skills Mapping

Sample Assessment Materials

Examiner Reports

Exemplar Marked Responses

examWizard

Mark Schemes

Results Plus

Access to Scripts Service (ATS)
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Teaching and Learning
Materials online
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● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit from further learning 

and inform teaching strategies and approaches.
● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in your 

country.
● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to 

produce analysis.
● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.
● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and performance 

breakdown, wherever they are. 
● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy steps: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

Support for Exam preparation and post results 
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Access to Script (ATS)
Online Portal
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which allows teachers to immediately access electronically marked exam 
papers

Provides enhanced transparency and 
• Offers transparent approach to marking process
• Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
• Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing 

other cohorts for examinations by helping you 
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular 
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for a defined window, you can view 
and download scripts which have been marked online free of charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows, visit our post-results pages.
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Next steps

Think of THREE things you might try or do differently as a result of ideas 
you’ve discussed today (you do not have to share these).

Share ONE thing you would like to do as a soon as you return to your 
classroom or department.
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Subject Advisor details

Your subject advisor is Rebecca Walker     

Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

Email: TeachingLanguages@pearson.com

Phone : + 44 (0)344 463 2535

Sign up for monthly newsletters from https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/keep-updated-on-
pearson-edexcel-qualifications.html to stay on top of qualification updates, training, course materials and 
industry news and https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/sign-up-international-online-subject-expert-
panels.html to see what other teachers are thinking and doing.

Subject Advisor

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
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Questions
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End of Presentation
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